
On the Afterlife of the Racial
Trauma of Slavery: Limit
Consent, Traumatophilia,
and Degrees of Psychic
Freedom
with Avgi Saketopoulou, PsyD

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
 Psychoanalytic thinking teaches us that trauma leaves the
subject fractured, less agentic, more subject to iterative,
stalled revisitations of the traumatic event. In this
presentation, and with the help of Jean Laplanche's
metapsychology, I argue that significant possibilities for
psychic transformation and for contact with experience are
courted when we make ourselves passible (Lyotard,
Scarfone) to returning to the site of the traumatic. Drawing
our attention away from the usual -and somewhat fixed-
framework of repetition compulsion, this presentation
foregrounds a different approach which I frame through the
concept of traumatophilia. Traumatophilia concerns itself
less with what to do about trauma and helpfully draws our
attention to what subjects do with their trauma. Therein, I
suggest, we find ourselves in the domain of limit consent,
that psychic territory where we encounter the vexed
entanglements between freedom and constraint, and
wherefrom traumatized subjects can make bids to enlarged
psychic freedoms. The trauma of slavery and racism's
durational persistence offer premier sites and searing
examples for discussing these ideas.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1.Participants will be able to explain the relationship
between limit consent and states of overwhelm
2.Participants will be able to discuss the complex matter of
agency in the afterlife of racial trauma, and why limit
(rather than affirmative) consent may be a more fruitful way
of approaching questions of psychic freedom
3.Participants will be able to describe the difference
between repetition compulsion and traumatophilia

Oregon Psychoanalytic Center Presents

Saturday, January 29, 2022
9:00 am - 1:00 pm PST
4 CMEs

 PRICING:
 $150 - NON-MEMBERS
 $135 - MEMBERS
 $75 - STUDENTS/RESIDENTS/INTERNS/ 
COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH
PROFESSIONALS

Avgi Saketopoulou is a Greek and Greek-Cypriot
psychoanalyst. She trained and now teaches at
the NYU Postdoctoral Program, and is also on
faculty at the William Allanson White Institute,
the New York Psychoanalytic Institute, the
Mitchell Center, the National Institute for the
Psychotherapies, and the Psychoanalytic Center
of Philadelphia. She serves on the editorial
boards of Psychoanalytic Dialogues, The
Psychoanalytic Quarterly and Studies in Gender
and Sexuality and her written work has received
several prizes including the Ruth Stein Prize,
the Ralph Roughton Award, the annual JAPA
essay prize, and the Symonds prize from Studies
in Gender and Sexuality. She is the 2022
recipient of the Scholarship Award from APA’s
Division 39 and, with Dr. Ann Pellegrini, winner
of the first Tiresias prize from the IPA’s Sexual
and Gender Diversity Studies Committee. Her
just-completed book project is provisionally
entitled: Risking Sexuality Beyond Consent:
Race, Traumatophilia, and the Draw to
Overwhelm. Putting psychoanalysis in
conversation with queer of color critique, its
second part critically engages Jeremy O.
Harris’s Slave Play. With Jonathan House she
co-chairs the first conference in the US
dedicated to the work of Jean Laplanche
“Laplanche in the States: the Sexual and the
Cultural.”
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Continuing Medical Education: This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and
policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of the American
Psychoanalytic Association and the Oregon Psychoanalytic Center. The American Psychoanalytic Association is accredited by the ACCME to
provide continuing medical education for physicians.
The American Psychoanalytic Association designates this Live Activity for a maximum of 4.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURE INFORMATION FOR ALL LEARNERS: None of the planners and presenters for this educational activity have relevant
financial relationship(s)* to disclose with ineligible companies whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or
distributing healthcare products used by or on patients.�
*Financial relationships are relevant if the educational content an individual can control is related to the business lines or products of the
ineligible company. 

A VIRTUAL EVENT

https://www.google.com/search?q=OREGON+PSYCHOANALYTIC+NUMBER&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS854US854&oq=OREGON+PSYCHOANALYTIC+NUMBER&aqs=chrome..69i57j69i61l3.2623j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
http://www.oregonpsychoanalytic.org/

